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There are now over 40 million mobile phones in circulation in the UK.  Because of public

concern, the UK has been at the forefront of examining the possible effects of mobile phones

on the health of the population. The major thrusts of its activities have included the following:

First, at the request of Government an independent group was set up to review the situation.

The Group consulted widely across the country, invited inputs from the scientific community

and the public, and took evidence both in public and in private session.  The output was the

production in May 2000 of a report on Mobile Phones and Health (the Stewart Report1).

The conclusions in May 2000 were that:

• The balance of evidence at that time did not suggest that exposures of RF radiation

below NRPB and ICNRP guidelines caused adverse health effects to the general

population.

• There was scientific evidence, however, which suggests that there may be biological

effects occurring at exposures below these guidelines.

• It was not possible at that time to say that exposure to RF radiation, even at levels below

national guidelines, is totally without potential adverse health effects, and that the gaps

in knowledge were sufficient to justify a precautionary approach.

• It was recommended that a precautionary approach to the use of mobile phone

technology be adopted until much more detailed and scientifically robust information on

any health effects becomes available.

• It noted that a precautionary approach, in itself is not without cost.

Since then various other reports have been published which broadly agreed with the Stewart

Report analysis and recommendations and concur with the views that there is a need to adopt

a precautionary approach2-10.
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Second, a Stewart Report recommendation was that the UK should draw up a research

programme funded by the Government and the mobile phone industry on a 50:50 basis.  This

was readily agreed and the programme has been initiated this year.

Third, to take full account of international activity and recent findings from across the world,

the UK has sponsored this meeting which brings together experts from various countries to

listen, analyse and debate the most recent findings.

Fourth, in line with the Stewart Report, which recommended a further up-to-date independent

review (due May 2003) the NRPB, on behalf of government, has asked its own independent

Advisory Group on Non-Ionising Radiation (AGNIR) to review the situation.  Such a review

is currently on-going.

Overall, the UK has adopted a positive approach to helping to ensure that the most up-to-date

information on mobile phones and health is carefully analysed, debated and communicated to

the general public.
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